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From the Outgoing Secretary General

Dear friends and colleagues,

The ASSITEJ International General Secretariat will now, after ten years in Stockholm, Sweden,
move to Zagreb, Croatia.

It is, of course, with some sadness we’ll leave the relay, but also with some relief. We will now
move on to new and other tasks...

We are happy and proud of the work we have been doing. We are happy and grateful for all
contacts and all communication we have had with thousands of individuals, theatre companies and
organisations all, over the world during the years.

We also like to acknowledge the financial support from funding bodies in Sweden and the Nordic
countries; the Swedish Arts Council, the Swedish Institute, Sida — the Swedish International
Development Agency and the Nordic Council of Ministers as the most important.

On behalf of all members of ASSITEJ Sweden, the board of ASSITEJ Sweden, our colleagues in
the Nordic countries who supported us we"d like to say thank you!

We also like to congratulate and wish good luck to ASSITEJ Croatia for hosting the ASSITEJ
International General Secretariat in the future!

See you in the future somewhere in the world,
Niclas Malmcrona — (outgoing) Secretary General
Claudia Mayer — (outgoing) Executive Assistant



From the New Secretary General

In northern hemisphere, summer is opening our doors and is calling us out: it is the time of soccer,
tennis and summer festivals of theatre for young audiences. “Down under” in Adelaide, winter is
closing the doors: it is the time of contemplation, storytelling, and theatre for young audiences.
Everywhere, on both hemispheres and in every season, it is the time for theatre for young
audiences.

Dear colleagues and friends from ASSITEJ International

It is already a month after our Congress in Adelaide. It will be remembered as one of the biggest,
and | might say one of the best organized congresses. | want to thank and congratulate Tony,
Jason and all the people from the organization of the congress and ASSITEJ Australia for their
hard work and wonderful result they achieved.

The Congress will be remembered of the biggest number of delegations that attended the
Assembly, with crowded theaters, full rooms in the seminars, lively discussions in the Forums, Next
Generation of theatre practitioners that are asking for their place in the association, close
encounter of theatre researchers and the artists. All this shows growing interest for theatre for
young audiences world wide, but also the growing interest of and for our association.

It was the Congress that brought big changes in the leadership of the association too: new
secretary general, new treasurer, new executive committee was elected. In the time of changing,
when new people are knocking at our doors, with the new demands that our theatre praxis is
asking from us, it is the time to set up a new course of ASSITEJ ship as well.

In the new era of ASSITEJ International, with the new leadership and powerful Executive
Committee, we shall do our best to lead ASSITEJ International in the direction of modern, efficient
and professional association that will fully serve the needs of the artists for children and young
people worldwide. The mission of ASSITEJ set in the sixties, has to get new vision. The active
vision that will enhance artistic development, exchange and cooperation in different countries,
between regions and globally, the vision that will support art and artistic work worldwide, that will
make a framework in which the art for young audiences worldwide will be encouraged, the vision
that will allow further growth and expansion of the association.

I am proud and happy to serve such a powerful association as the Secretary General. To do it
better | am asking for your cooperation. | am expecting to communicate with you on a daily basis.



The email address of the secretariat stayed the same, so you can continue sending your emails to
sec.gen@assitej.otrdrhe Internet web site will be developed over the summer period and hopefully
will be in function in September. The new office of ASSITEJ International, with the new address,
telephone and fax numbers will also be set by September. | kindly ask you to use the data of
ASSITEJ Croatia till the new office will be in full function.

| am looking forward to our fruitful cooperation.
Your Secretary General

Ivica Simic

Secretary General

ASSITEJ International

c/o ASSITEJ Croatia

Amru eva 19/Ill; 10000 Zagreb; Croatia
sec.gen@assitej.org

Opening Speech of Professor, Dr. Wolfgang Schneider , President of ASSITEJ International
from the Congress in Adelaide

Ceremonial words held by Wolfgang Schneider, President of the International Association of Theatre for
Children and Young People on the occasion of the Opening Ceremony of the 16™ World Congress of
ASSITEJ in Adelaide (Australia) on the 9" of May 2008.

Palya!
Welcome to the International Association of Theatre for Children and Young People!

Welcome to ASSITEJ!

ASSITEJ, the “United Nations” of Theatre for Young Audience!
ASSITEJ, the “International Security Council” for the Rights of Children to take part in dramatic art!
ASSITEJ, the World Wide Web for the exchange of plays, performances and projects!



