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International Organisation for Children’s Theatre 
Launches World Day Campaign - March 20th 
 
ASSITEJ (French acronym - Association Internationale du Theatre pour les Enfants 
et la Jeunesse) celebrates it’s 50th anniversary in Berlin in April 2015 at the 
Augenblick-Mal Festival. It is the only global association of its kind connecting 
thousands of theatre makers, artists, educators and producers dedicated to theatre 
for children and the cultural entitlement of children. It has National Centres in more 
than 80 countries across the world, and 5 professional networks with members 
spanning almost 100 countries. 
 
March 20th is ASSITEJ World Day of Theatre for children and is celebrated 
world wide through the campaign ‘take a child to the theatre’ 

 
This year, messages have been written by Unesco Artist for Peace, Guila-Clara 
Kessous and Malala Yousafzai, Nobel Peace Prize recipient (2014), in addition to a 
message written by President of ASSITEJ Yvette Hardie from South Africa. 
 
Malala Yousafzai, Nobel Peace Prize recipient and Guila-Clara Kessous, 
Unesco Artist for Peace says; 
 
Theatre is vitally important for every child from their tenderest years. Dramatic 
art gives us our first access to a community outside our own family… 
 
We are both honoured to be messengers for hope, youth, art, and education 
and be able officially to launch this celebration with pride. We hope that by 
joining forces we will be able to pass on to future generations the importance 
of learning through the art of theatre to promote a better world based on 
peace, respect and social justice.  

ASSITEJ President Yvette Hardie says: 
 
In the last 50 years, many things have improved for children the world over, but there 
are still so many, many challenges.  As artists who appreciate the transformative 
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power of the arts, through the work of ASSITEJ, we are able to make a difference 
and to ensure that more children may have these moments of powerful empathy and 
connection, which will never leave them. 
 
Read the full world day messages here - 
http://www.assitej-international.org/news/world-day-of-theatre-for-children-and-
young-people-–-message-2015/ 
See the promotional World Day 2015 film from Japan here -  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uNui1Hbe5T0 
 
Examples of Activity across the world;  
 
ASSITEJ Korea will organize a ceremony of ‘World Day of Theatre for Children and 
Young People’ in Daehangno, the theatre district in Seoul, on March 20, to include 
an award-ceremony of the 12th ASSITEJ Korea Award.  
 
ASSITEJ Mexico will organise its annual theatre marathon, which will host over 10 
shows with free entrance throughout the 20th of March. 
  
ASSITEJ Nepal will celebrate World Day in collaboration with Theatre Center for 
Children, Nepal and will include a performance and seminar about TYA (Theatre for 
Young Audiences)    
 
Main Street Theatre, Houston Texas, members of TYA USA, are showing 3 
performances on March 20th and expect to reach over 700 children, educators, and 
family members and will ask people to share their most important/meaningful theatre 
for children and young people memories. 
 
ASSITEJ South Africa is challenging the country’s artists and theatre houses to 
ensure that 20 000 children and young people see theatre in honour of the day. They 
themselves are organizing several thousand children and young people to see a 
range of productions in different parts of the country. 
 
ASSITEJ France organizes an instant playwriting game, "1 day,1 play", from March 
1st to 13th. The short plays, written by professional playwrights all over the world, 
will be proposed on March 20th, on a dedicated website : 
http://1jour1piece.assitejfrance.fr/, where 60 plays from last year can be read. 
Ends 
 
For further information, interviews or images contact Nina Hajiyianni, Chair of 
Communications on +44 7802874489 or email nina@assitej-international.org  
or Marisa Gimenez Cacho, Secretary General on (52) (55) 10 00 46 22 ext.1331  or 
assitejsg@gmail.com 
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