SMALL SIZE WORKSHOP

BY CHARGE OF ROBERTO FRABETTI

Counting on your eyes

The theater is very small

Roberto Frabetti when presenting his workshop tells us that it is important to begin with the subtitle: "The theater is very small" and not "The theater for the very young", "because there is no` way 'of doing theater for children from 0 to 3 years, "he says.

He adds that "children from 0 to 3 years old can enjoy artistic proposals of different types. From dance to narration, from physical theater to that of the image and objects ".

For all this his workshop is not a place where "specific techniques" are transmitted, but it is a space to share practices and reflections on the sensitive relationship between the artist and the very young child, which emerged during a visit of young children " and that his group in Bolognia has developed for 30 years.

From the importance of appearance

"Often the look is the forgotten instrument in the work of the actor, dedicated mainly to the body and the voice", explains Frabetti.

"However, working on appearance is fundamental for the actor when working for a small-sized audience."

Emphasizes the workshop that the "look counts and a lot ... Because it helps to see what is not there, what should be visible at the moment when the actor and the audience mingle in the theater".

Ensures that the "look creates new bridges, to cross, to establish an agreement, to give a disposition, to weave a relationship, momentary, but intense."

The "look that emphasizes us leads us to see what happens, to recognize and share the details as well as the nuclei of movement and image." The work is based on the look as a guiding thread, to then be able to stop at the many peculiar elements of the relationship artistic with the very small, like the 'physical disproportion' between the artist and a spectator sitting at 50 cm in height or the rhythmic times of a child who is not 36 months old ... His attention, his silences, his emotions are very important. "

This is a laboratory work that emerges from what "La Baracca di Bologna" has developed in theater for the little ones in the last 30 years, in Italy.

Since 1986, La Baracca, in collaboration with the City Council of Bologna, has started the project "Il teatro e i piccolissimi" dedicated to children under 36 months, attending day care centers, public educational institutions dedicated to children from 0 to 3 years.

An investigation that has developed over the years and involves artists, educators and teachers.

From this experience was born the project Small size and "Visions of the future, visions of theater", in the festival of performing arts for early childhood of Assitej International.

 

An experience that has allowed La Baracca to produce 39 shows for children from 0 to 3 years old, facing different modes of staging.

This resulted in shows that are very different. The best known abroad are those rich in body images, others of theater and lighting research, and others rich in words, stories and passionate, funny and romantic 

