EVALUATION FOR ASSITEJ INTERNATIONAL OF THE SECOND REGIONAL TRAINING WORKSHOPS OF ASSITEJ URUGUAY (EDITION 2018)

The Second Regional Training Workshops organized by Assitej Uruguay culminated with a very positive balance, between October 23 and 28, 2018, in the city of Paysandú. Teachers of international prestige such as Roberto Frabetti and María Inés Falconi left their mark on more than twenty participants. The support of Assitej Internacional, the Association of Theaters of the Interior (ATI), National Institute of Performing Arts (Inae), Commission of the National Theater Fund (Cofonte), Intendencia de Paysandú, Teatro Florencio Sánchez and Arteatro were fundamental to reach the achievements obtained.

On the opportunity of executing the 2016 First Regional Training Workshops, in the city of Colonia, the participation and personal contribution of some members of the Association of Interior Theaters (ATI) was counted.

In the Biennial of Theater of the Interior in 2017, began the talks with ATI to make a joint effort and thus launch an ambitious proposal for more than a week, joining an Encounter Theater Works for Children of ATI, with our Workshops of Regional Training. An agreement between institutions was now reached, which gave a more solid framework for the work and the economic and strategic support received.

 

At the end of the nine days of hard work, we were satisfied with having achieved the main objectives and having received an important learning experience.

Successful workshops 
About thirty people signed up for the workshops, twenty for Small Size and ten for Dramaturgy. Finally, fourteen and eight attended respectively. The first one also had three participants as listeners, for a few days. The two coordinators of the workshops had a total delivery and this greatly stimulated the participants, who when they left asked when it would be next. The professionalism of Roberto Frabetti and María Inés Falconi was a fundamental contribution to encourage artists to continue education. Teachers also attended the workshops, which were pleasantly surprised by the proposed works and enriched their collection for education. The presence of the vice-president of Assitej Internacional, Daniel H. Fernández in his veedor quality in these workshops, supported us and guided us in its realization, repeating the experience of the 2016 edition. These workshops were fundamental for Assitej Uruguay, which has proposed to promote training and professionalization in the performing arts for children, pre-teens and adolescents. We received participants from the region: Argentina (two San Juan, one from Córdoba and one from Buenos Aires); Venezuela (one, settled for 5 months in Córdoba-Argentina); Spain (one, based in Rocha-Uruguay for a year). Uruguay (sixteen). The greater participation of Uruguayans, we understand, is due to the great need to train in theater for children and adolescents in our country.     Diplomas were awarded only to participants who attended the workshops every day, with some exception due to illness. The ceremony of closing and delivery of diplomas was made in the Foyer of the Florencio Sánchez Theater, provided by the Department of Culture of the Municipality of Paysandú. The teachers with the director of Culture of the Intendancy of Paysandú were the ones who gave the diplomas to the workshops.


Assitej Uruguay has among its main objectives in the founding statutes the training and professionalization of actors, directors and technicians who make theater for children as well as the formation of new audiences throughout the country. Therefore, the exchange between artists from different places, which takes place in training workshops, is a fundamental pillar. And from this perspective what happened in Paysandú was very satisfactory, both in terms of achievements and learning for future work of the institution. It should be noted that it was very effective to have the structure of the Association of Interior Theaters (ATI), to reach more artists and achieve spaces, as well as new audiences. At the Theater Encounter for Children of ATI five works were presented by the Interior and Assitej Uruguay took two through Montevideo. These seven performances were attended by around 2,000 spectators (in a city of 100,000 inhabitants), with 90% of children, accompanied by their teachers during the week, and others by their parents on the weekend. It was worth investing in this ambitious project, because the emotion of the workshops for their personal and team achievements, as well as the faces of children having fun, attending for the first time to see a theatrical show ... is priceless.
